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Beginning of Reading and Writing for HSL. 2" grade

After becoming familiar with the letters, in this group, we dive into acquiring reading and
writing skills in Hebrew using innovative new learning program and materials developed by the
educational staff of Emek. Together with acquiring new skills, we deepen the discourse in
Hebrew and expand the vocabulary. Additionally, children learn about the Jewish calendar and
holidays. The activity takes place in Hebrew and in an Israeli atmosphere, and the content is
delivered experientially, through play and exploration.

The program is intended for children in 2"4-3" grades who are not Hebrew speakers but have
completed the "Journey in Hebrew" program to familiarize themselves with the letters or are
familiar with the alphabet from another source.

Program principals:

1. Acquisition of reading and writing of the Hebrew alphabet and punctuation (complete
acquisition takes two years) through a systematic and professional program.

2. Learning the script letters concurrently with print - reading in print and writing in script.
3. Experiential learning through games, creation, storytelling, and singing.
4. Well-designed classrooms equipped with language teaching aids.

5. Enrichment of the Hebrew vocabulary through activities and reading passages in notebooks,
exposure to Israeli authors, and learning about holidays and the Jewish calendar and seasons.

6. Celebration of holidays including the holiday's story, customs, and parties.

Program goals by the end of the second year:

1. Recognition of the Hebrew alphabet, acquisition of sounds (movements and stops),
combinations, words, and sentences.

2. Reading short sentences.

3. Children will expand their Hebrew vocabulary including adjectives, opposites, questioning,
and more.

4. Children will learn about the stories and customs of holidays and seasons in Israel.
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JCC an the Palisded

Typical lesson structure:

Opening the lesson in a playful/experiential way.

Reviewing homework briefly to reinforce previous learning - it's important to remember that
children are exposed to material twice a week (once in the class and once through homework),
so multiple reviews are significant for internalizing the sounds and letters learned.

Workstation - the new content of the lesson. Learning the letter and/or sound, writing them,
suitable words, and learning tasks.

Practicing the material learned through playful activities - matching games, assembling,
activities in the classroom space, creation, and more.

e Inlessons where we learn about the Jewish calendar, activities will be integrated into
the workstation stage through reading, watching a video, pictures, and discussion. Then
we will play, create, sing, and act in the spirit of the holiday or season.

May we all have an engaging, and enjoyable year of learning!
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