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"A Journy in Hebrew" - HSL for Kindergarten and First Grade

This program is intended for kindergarten and first-grade children who are not Hebrew
speakers and marks the beginning of their journey in acquiring reading and writing skills in the
Hebrew language. The program consists of 32 sessions, each lasting an hour and a fifteen
minutes, dedicated to two main areas - experiential familiarity with the Hebrew Aleph and Bet-
including reading the letter, writing it, and pronunciation, and learning about the Jewish-Israeli
calendar and holidays while being exposed to classics in Hebrew literature and poetry for
children.

Throughout our journey among the letters, we will utilize a variety of approved materials by the
Ministry of Education of Israel, along with materials developed by the teaching staff at Emek.
All content is delivered in a diverse and creative manner that engages children in the Hebrew
experience and learning.

e Parents, please note, this program is designed for children who do not understand
Hebrew and serves as an exposure and deepening of the language. If your children
understand Hebrew but do not communicate back in Hebrew, please register them for
the efrochim or Haverim (friends) program or contact us to schedule a consultation
meeting.

Program Principles:

1. Hebrew in Hebrew - We believe that language is best internalized when used by its speakers.
Teachers will primarily address children in Hebrew using visual aids and translate when
necessary. Speaking in Hebrew develops children's listening skills, exposes them to proper
syntactic structure, and naturally ingrains the language.

2. Familiarity with the Aleph-Bet - Throughout the year, we will embark on a journey through
the "Land of Letters" following the order of the Aleph-Bet. Each week we will introduce a new
letter through activities that engage multiple senses. We will write, draw, create using various
methods, move, dance, sing, listen to music, and play - all centered around the letter of the
week! This learning method allows each child to learn the names, shapes, and sounds of the
letters in a way that suits them.

3. Holidays and the Annual Cycle - We will learn and familiarize ourselves with the holidays and
festivals of the jewish and Israeli calendar. Learning will incorporate stories, videos, and songs
related to the holiday to deepen children's knowledge and understanding. Each holiday will
have one or two lessons before and during it. In addition to classroom lessons on holiday
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themes, we will celebrate all holidays with a party of activities related to the holiday, embracing
the holiday tradition within the classroom or the Emek community.

4. Use of Teaching Aids and a Rich and Diverse Learning Environment that supports experiential
and diverse learning for children. Activities will take place in spacious and inviting classrooms,
and boards will be changed according to the topic being taught, complementing the Hebrew
learning experience.

Weekly Lesson Structure:

Opening Activity: Creation/task related to the letter being learned.

Circle time and exposure to the new letter: Welcoming activity, movement and letter songs,
acquisition of the new letter, word games featuring the letter being learned.

Learning Table: Workbook and letter notebook practice for the letter being learned.

Story Time: Listening to a story whose title begins with the letter being learned (from a variety
of classic and contemporary books by Israeli authors).

Closing Activity: Game/song/dance related to the letter being learned.

For your convenience, you will receive a lesson summary each week so that you can discuss
what was learned in class at home and reinforce the learned content and vocabulary. We will
also detail the homework assignments so that children can practice the letter learned during
the weekend.

End-of-Year Goals:

1. Children will understand the alphabetic principle, be sensitive and aware of the sounds of the
language, and recognize letters in their name, in their shapes, and the sounds they represent.

2. Children will be able to identify and write their first name, copy words, and attempt
independent writing of single words.

3. Children will enrich their use of the Hebrew language both in understanding spoken language
and in oral expression.

4. Children will be familiar with a wide range of children's books by Israeli authors and
vocabulary associated with the stories.
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Wishing us all a fruitful, enjoyable, and enriching year of study!
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