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Grades 1-2 “Reshit Kriah” (first reading and writing)

In grades 1-2 the children acquire in depth the reading and writing skills through
the program “Kessem and Friends” that is endorsed by the Ministry of Education
and is utilized in many schools throughout Israel. The complete program is a two-
year process but after only a few months we are excited to hear and see the
children reading short stories and writing in script.

In addition to these new skills, we deepen the conversation in Hebrew and expand
the vocabulary. The children, also, learn the yearly cycle of holidays and
celebrations through crafts, games and play.

This program is intended for Hebrew speakers going into 1-3 grades but do not yet
know how to read and write.

Grade 1- This year we teach the sounds and rules of each letter, part of the
punctuation and when and how to use them.

Grade 2- This year we continue with additional vowels and punctuation and focus
reading fluency and precision in reading and writing.

Basic principles of the program:

1-Reading and writing acquisition of the alphabet and punctuation.

2- Learning the letters in block and script formats- read in block and write in
script.

3-Hands on learning through games, art, stories and songs.

4- Classrooms are designed and equipped with teaching aids that support and
teach the language.

5-Vocubulaary enrichment through fun activities and various reading materials.
6- Celebrate the holidays by learning holiday stories and traditions and parties.

Program objectives at the end of 2" grade
1- Recognition of the letters of the aleph bet, the sounds (the vowels and

consonants), conjunction, words and sentences.

2- Precise reading of stories and short informational paragraphs with vowels.
3- Expansion of vocabulary words in Hebrew including synonyms, opposites,
guestions and more.
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4- Deepen understanding of the formal structure of the language- masculine
and feminine tenses, singular and plural, sentence construction and more.

5- Recognition of stories and customs and seasons of holidays and special
days in Israel

Lesson structure is built to achieve our objectives:

Starting the day with games and fun.

Review homework and material taught in previous lesson, add on to the lesson-
must remember the children are exposed to the material only twice a week
(during the lesson and homework), so review of material is important for a solid
foundation of letter and sound recognition and understanding.

Work table- learn the new material. Recognize the sound and shapeof the letter,
writing of the letter, appropriate matching words and goals for the learning of the
letter.

Practice the new material through play- matching games, building games,
activities using the entire room, creative projects and more.

Please note - In lessons where we teach the holidays or special days, the material
will be integrated into the rutin activities through reading, video clips, pictures,
and conversation. We will follow with games, creative design, song so to work
with the season.

Wishing us all a fruitful year of learning filled with content and enjoyment!
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